
 BUILDING DIVISION 
 DECKS 
 

 

 

Do I need a permit to build a deck? 

 You will require a permit to build a deck if any apply  

a) The height of the deck is over 24"(2ft) from grade, regardless of its size. This also applies to 
additions or replacement of decks 

b) All covered decks (roof or porch) 
c) If the deck is attached to a building regardless of its size 

How Do I apply for a deck permit?  

All applications are applied for online using our online application form. You can submit all required 
documents online in the within this application form. This is online application process allows for in 
house tracking and time efficiency for issuing permits.  

Building permit application https://portal.laserfiche.ca/j4889/forms/Building-Permit-Application-26 

What required documents do I need to submit?  

a) Complete online application 
b) Submit detailed drawings of the deck, including foundation details, framing details, height of 

deck, height of railings, dimensions of deck, stair details, attachment details if attaching to a 
building or structure, roof framing details if doing a covered deck 

c) Site sketch showing the location of the deck on the property, please include stairs on your site 
sketch, please dimension the deck from all property lines. It is up to you to know where your 
property lines are located. If you are not sure you can hire a land surveyor to legally determine 
your property lines for you. 

d) A site alteration permit may be required. There is no cost for this permit. It is necessary to ensure 
the deck will not cause any drainage issues for yourself or your neighbour. The site alteration 
permit is also accessible online at https://portal.laserfiche.ca/j4889/forms/Site-Alteration-
Grading-Form 

 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.laserfiche.ca%2Fj4889%2Fforms%2FSite-Alteration-Grading-Form&data=05%7C02%7Crlambrecht%40town.aylmer.on.ca%7C4936f6bc199248d0537608dcbc724d89%7C4398065f7782451d89552622ac96ec8a%7C0%7C0%7C638592446330716165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=li8ltxWfWcJA5F1v1jz69hGV7U7JJACoRmt%2BYfikJUs%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.laserfiche.ca%2Fj4889%2Fforms%2FSite-Alteration-Grading-Form&data=05%7C02%7Crlambrecht%40town.aylmer.on.ca%7C4936f6bc199248d0537608dcbc724d89%7C4398065f7782451d89552622ac96ec8a%7C0%7C0%7C638592446330716165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=li8ltxWfWcJA5F1v1jz69hGV7U7JJACoRmt%2BYfikJUs%3D&reserved=0


How much will by deck permit cost? 

A deck permit is a flat rate of $250.00. Various options of payment are available, we accept cash, cheque 
and debit as methods of payment. This includes the review of drawings, and the building permit 
inspections 

How long will it take to get a building permit once I apply? 

Standard wait times for a completed application is 10 business days. If your application is not complete 
with all documents at the time of application, we will contact you with documents that are missing. 

When do you come and inspect the deck? 

Once the building permit is issued to you, details on type of inspections required will be given to you in 
your building permit package. We require you to call the office 2 days in advance for an inspection.  

Important Numbers to know before you begin digging  

ON1CALL - Ontario One Call (natural gas, sewer/water lines, hydro) 1-800-400-2255, or directly to: 

ERTH Power (hydro) 1-877-850-3128 

Eastlink (telephone internet/cable) 1-888-345-1111 

 EPCOR (gas) 519-773-5321 

Town of Aylmer (water/sewer) 519-773-4949 

Where to I do I get assistance with the required documents, like site sketch and deck 
design? 

If you plan to do your own design, there are many designs online. When searching online use examples 
that refer to the Ontario Building Code. (OBC) For detailed information on how to build a deck to the 
Ontario Building Code please refer to our guide handout.  You can also hire a qualified designer to do 
your drawings for you; they will need to sign the Schedule 1 Designer form on the online application. 
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SITE SKETCH EXAMPLE - DECK 
 

**check with the Town of Aylmer zoning 
bylaw to ensure you deck applies with 
the zoning regulations of your property 
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This sample site plan should give you an idea of the 
information which we need to be included. Indicate ALL 
structures on the site plan. Show the size and location with 
dimensions from the property lines. This sample is intended to 
provide a guide for drawing a site plan. 
THIS SAMPLE CAN NOT BE USED FOR YOUR SITE PLAN. 
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OBC 2024

Note:

Energy Efficiency Compliance: SB-12: SB-12 Table 3.1.1.11. Zone 1

REVISION 01 - APRIL 2025

D01aWOOD DECK
FIXED TO SOLID MASONRY FOUNDATION WALL
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OBC 2024

Note:

Energy Efficiency Compliance: SB-12: SB-12 Table 3.1.1.11. Zone 1

REVISION 01 - APRIL 2025

D01bWOOD DECK
FIXED TO BRICK VENEER & WOOD FRAMING
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OBC 2024

Note:

Energy Efficiency Compliance: SB-12: SB-12 Table 3.1.1.11. Zone 1

REVISION 01 - APRIL 2025

D01cWOOD DECK
STAIR SECTION & LATERAL SUPPORT
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OBC 2024

Note:

Energy Efficiency Compliance: SB-12: SB-12 Table 3.1.1.11. Zone 1

REVISION 01 - APRIL 2025

D01dWOOD DECK
STRUCTURAL SIZING TABLES
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